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As the curtain closes on another semester
here at California State University Monterey
Bay (CSUMB), it marks a milestone for
many students. But the end of the year also
finds many of us at a crossroads as members
of our campus community, citizens of
the United States and also of the world.
Through several articles, we hope to
help students fight boredom with ideas
for what to do over Winter Break to stay
refreshed, motivated and recharged
for next semester. We also take time to
recognize those who are spending their
last semester with us and are putting the
final touches on their Capstone projects.
In this edition, the Otter Realm
congratulates students across every
discipline who are putting final touches
on papers, projects and presentations
to demonstrate what they have learned
this semester and what they have
gleaned from their collegiate experience.
At
CSUMB,
Senior
Capstone
projects not only help students become
more qualified for employment upon
graduating, but aim to provide a deeper
understanding of community and civic
engagement as well. However, growing
into a well-rounded human being also
comes with its responsibilities. For all
students on the path toward becoming
more educated citizens, we may find it
harder to ignore the many injustices that
have been present in our society lately.
On Dec. 4, after months of complaints
about unjust housing conditions, many
international students took to the main
quad to protest at CSUMB. They took turns
telling their stories, then went looking to
administration to find answers which have
yet to fully surface as of the printing of this
edition. Though not directly affected by the

same struggles, many domestic students
have come out to show their solidarity
and support because they were aware and
upset by the injustices that plagued their
friends and neighbors on our campus.
On a national level, fall 2014 has been
marred with civil unrest and discontentment
regarding decisions not to indict police
officers connected to the deaths of unarmed
African American men Michael Brown, and
Eric Garner. National protests about police
brutality and racism struck a local chord at
CSUMB’s library on Dec. 10 with a “Die-in”
to represent those whose lives many feel
have been taken unjustly. Many feel there
have been too many lives lost at the hands
of those who are meant to protect and serve
our society; too much force and not enough
compassion. When the need to apprehend
someone becomes a higher priority than
their life, justice is also taken hostage.
However ironically, on our campus
a CSUMB police officer is facing an
investigation because his peers deemed
his decision to refrain from using a Taser
on a distraught student unacceptable.
Though no one was hurt in the incident
which took place last February, officers
feel his inaction is worthy of termination
leaving many to wonder who is really being
protected and who is really being served.
Internationally in late September, 43
male students from the Raul Isidro Burgos
Rural Teachers’ College of Ayotzinapa
disappeared on their way to protest in
Iguala, Guerrero, Mexico. Among the more
than 80 arrests made in connection to the
case, more than half were police officers.
It is believed that the students were
intercepted on their way to Iguala, brought
into custody and killed after the DNA of one
of the students was found in a mass grave.
Mexico has made the news in the U.S
many times in recent years because if
violence and corruption, but never on this
scale. Since the students’ disappearance,
protests have erupted throughout Mexico
and the U.S including one in Salinas,
CA on Nov. 20. This protest included
CSUMB students from the club MEChA
who joined asking for justice, demanding
respect for human rights and pledging
solidarity with the Mexican people.
As fall 2014 comes to a close, we
should also take heart. A New Year and a
new semester await us. Many disturbing
things have taken place which have yet to
be resolved or answered, but as educated
students aware of these injustices, we
are also capable of fighting against
them. No matter how large the battle or
how daunting the fight, it is important
to know we are not alone and to keep
going; because when justice is not shown
to one, it is an injustice to everyone.
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FALLFESTIVAL
2014 CAPSTONE

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 18
Kinesiology

University Center, Ballroom
3:00pm - 5:00pm
Cinematic Arts & Technology

World Theater
1:00pm - 3:00pm and 6:00pm -9:00pm
Masters of Arts in Education

Reading Center, Building 59, room 101
4:00pm - 7:00pm

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 19
Collaborative Health and Human Services

Tanimura & Antle Memorial Library, Room 1180
9:00am - 5:00pm

Music & Performing Arts

Music Hall
10:00am-12:00pm

Environmental Studies

University Center, Livingroom
9:00am - 1:30pm

Liberal Studies

University Center, Ballroom
9:00am - 3:00pm

Human Communications

University Center, Ballroom
2:00pm - 4:00pm

Social & Behavioral Sciences

University Center, Living Room
9:00am - 12:00pm

Psychology

Tanimura & Antle Memorial Library, room 1176
10:00am - 12:00pm and 12:00pm - 2:00

Nursing

Music Hall
6:00pm - 8:30pm
Business

University Center, Conference Room, rooms 114,115,116
9:00am - 4:00pm

www.otterrealm.com
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EXCESSIVE RESTRAINT

CSUMB OFFICER DISCIPLINED FOR NOT USING TASER ON SUICIDAL STUDENT
Tyler Gidney, Staff Reporter
FGIDNEY@CSUMB.EDU

With tensions mounting across the country
and protests sparking up in major cities
everywhere to rally against the preventable
and untimely deaths of Michael Brown,
Tamir Rice, Eric Garner, Rumain Brisbon,
Akai Gurley and countless others at the
hands of police (literally countless since
no central database of officer involved
killings in the United States exists),
California State University Monterey
Bay (CSUMB) finds itself at the center of
an interesting case involving one of its
own campus police officers who is being
investigated for not using enough force.
A CSUMB officer, whose name is yet to be
released, is being investigated for not using
his taser to help three Marina police officers
subdue a distraught student in his East
Campus apartment in February of this year.
The officer was given a notice of termination
earlier this week and plans to appeal the
decision, as well as pursue a $50,000 suit
against his former employer for rights
violations, damages and lawyer costs.
The officer in question responded to a

call made to University Police by the father
of a suicidal young man. Jeff Solomon,
the Statewide University Police Officers
Association President, who is representing
the officer in this case, told the Otter Realm
that the CSUMB officer was familiar with
the student, and even called the student’s
father to obtain
information
before
entering
the East Campus
apartment,
an
extra
step
Solomon
called
“extraordinary.”
According
to
Solomon,
the
officer called for
backup,
then
entered
the
apartment.
He
located the student in a bedroom and
was able to calm the student who had
superficial cuts to his arms and burn marks
on his sweater where he had allegedly
attempted to set himself on fire. There
was a knife present in the bedroom.
“This is how we handle things,” said

Solomon. “Our officers are trained to build
rapport and to de-escalate situations.”
It was then that three Marina police
officers arrived as backup and the situation
began to escalate. The two sides differ
greatly in their telling of what happened
next, but according to Solomon, the officer
in question left the
bedroom to get
the student a glass
of water, leaving
the Marina police
to watch him.
When
he
returned,
the
Marina
police
were
struggling
with the student.
They had already
discharged their
tasers and one
Marina officer implored the officer in
question to discharge his. He refused.
The
officers
were
eventually
able to subdue the young man
and
get
him
medical attention.
Marina Police Chief Edmundo Rodriguez
told the Monterey Herald that the student

"The CSUNIB officer is
a twenty year veteran
of the department
and has had no prior
disciplinary actions
against him"

a group of current and former CSUMB
students through a prayer and personal
greeting in memory of their brother,
candles in hand. Candles of various sizes
and colors were left behind as a display
for all to see. Stories of shared memories
including parties, classes and fraternity
gatherings were told throughout the crowd.
One of Galicia’s roommates at the
time of his death, Eric Hernandez, a
Communication Design Junior at CSUMB,
spoke about Galicia’s positivity and how
everlasting it was. “You could never figure
it out but he was always happy, always
so happy. It’s hard to describe him as
anything other than a great guy, he never
had problems with anybody.” Hernandez
added that “Those who did not know Edwin
were welcomed with open arms because
that’s how Edwin would have done it.”
CSUMB alumnus, Adam Napoletano,
attended the event to pay his friend
his respects. “[Edwin] brought a smile
to everyone’s face,” said Napoletano.
“Here tonight is a lot of laughter in
remembering him, there’s a lot of tears
too, but it’s important to remember the
good he brought to us. I would jump
over the moon for Edwin because I know
he would do the same for anybody.”
Scrolling through Galicia’s Facebook
timeline one can see he was a truly

“was clearly a danger to himself and he was
in crisis. We were trying to keep him from
accessing the weapons or leave, to get him
medical attention.” Rodriguez claims that
the CSUMB officer “froze” leaving his men
to deal with the student, who is said to weigh
approximately 150 pounds, on their own.
The Marina officers later filed a
complaint against the CSUMB officer for
refusing to assist in subduing the student.
The CSUMB officer is a twenty year
veteran of the department and has had no
prior disciplinary actions against him. Since
the incident in February, there have been
two additional marks against the officer,
which Solomon insists have been trumped
up to support terminating the officer.
In all his years on the job, Solomon
said, he’d never encountered a case quite
like this. “If it wasn’t so incredibly sad,
it’d almost be comical,” he concluded.
Be on the lookout for more information
on this developing story next semester,
including a dialogue event with Jeff
Solomon and possible demonstration
in support of the CSUMB officer.

IN LOVINGMEMORY
Casey Aubert,

Staff Reporter

CAUBERT@CSUMB.EDU

REMEMBERING
EDWIN GALICIA
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Edwin Galicia, a 21-yearold Computer Science
Junior at California State
Monterey Bay (CSUMB),
a member of the Kappa
Sigma (KE) Fraternity
was found dead Nov. 16
in the living room of his
apartment off campus.
Galicia’s family has not
released any information
regarding his passing.
However, there is no
ongoing
investigation.
On
Wednesday,
Nov. 19, friends, family
members,
students
and
alumni
coming
from
all
around
California
gathered
to
commemorate
Galicia’s
life
on
CSUMB’s main campus.
Starting at 10 p.m.
Galicia’s roommates led

The late Edwin Galicia

inspirational friend. Putting himself out
there to make everyone’s experience
greater. Taking care of feverish floormates
and even writing songs for close friends.
Galicia went above and beyond expectations
every day of his life and will continue
to be missed by many here at CSUMB.

www.otterrealm.com

INTERNATIONAL
STUDENTS
PROTEST
PROTESTS RESULT IN TOWN
HALL MEETING FOR FAIR

HOUSING

Cassandra Lim, Staff Reporter
CLIM@CSUMB.EDU

n
Thursday,
Dec.
4, around 50 people, mostly
international students with the
support of Associated Students
(AS), held a protest to demand
answers and action from university
officials responsible for what they
see as unjust housing practices
that they have met this semester.
The protest began at 11 a.m. as
students gathered at the flagpole
across from the Otter Express
with fliers and posters that
included “I’m not a piggy bank,”
“#CSUMBlies” and “Where is My
Refund?” The students addressed
the crowd with a portable
microphone,
international
flags and shirts painted with a
logo created for the cause by
Tim Kretz, a Communication
Design Junior from Germany.
During the protest, students
shared stories of their experiences
regarding housing. A common
theme throughout was feelings
of anger and confusion over
the lack of information and
support from administrators.
Some international students
who applied for single rooms
and were placed in North Quad,
were informed as little as two
weeks before departure that they
must reapply for East Campus
housing; unaware of where that
was in respect to the university’s
main campus. Once at California
State University Monterey Bay,
(CSUMB) they found themselves
assigned to East Campus, a total
of four international students per
unit, in order to free up space in
North Quad. CSUMB officials
later cited an unexpected surge
in the freshman class as the

www.otterrealm.com

reason for miscommunication
and
malfunctions
in
the
housing
placement
process.
These apartments, are typically
only allowed to be shared by three
students. This left rooms divided
with two students sharing the
double room, and two sharing
the smaller room intended to
be a single. No explanation was
offered as to why this decision was
made. One student expressed his
disorientation and surprise when
“we found our furniture packaged
and piled up in the living room. I
had to build my own bed, jetlagged
at midnight before I could sleep,”
said
Kenny
Krumholtz,
Business
Senior.
Information
about the cost
of rent was
also
neither
offered by the
university
or
made accessible by Alliance,
the company contracted by
the university to manage East
Campus. Several weeks later,
student
Moritz
Bartsch,
a
Business Senior from Germany
investigated and discovered that
students sharing the double
room are each typically charged
$525 per month, while rent for
the single room is set at $675.
However, for the approximately
100 international students paired
in singles, the rate of the small
room was not split between
them, but each was charged as
if they were in a double room.
The first contact they were
referred to by Alliance was Joseph

Photo By: Estella Porras

Students join together in protest.

Chiappa,
Associate
Director
of Operations, but not before
being threatened with revocation
of their international visas by
Alliance if they did not pay the
rent in full, according to Bartsch.
After nearly two months
of being searching for more
information,
students
found
the name of someone they
might go to with their concerns,
Christine Erickson, Dean of
Students, but they did not receive
the response they hoped for.
Some
students
said that had
there
been
transparency
in the cause for
this unexpected
placement
and had the
rent
been
adjusted to reflect it, they
would not have been as upset.
Esther
Oluga,
Sociology
Junior from England, expressed
her
discontent
with
the
communication efforts by stating,
“It was a very... diplomatic
solution, they thought that
because we are not from here we
wouldn’t notice the difference.”
Speeches on the lawn also
included
testimonials
from
domestic students shocked by
the way their foreign friends have
been received. “They are guests
here.[...] It is an embarrassment
that this is the impression they
will take back with them,” said

"They thought
that because we are
notfrom here we
wouldn't notice the
difference."

VPA Junior Elgene Tumacder.
After two months of looking
for answers, students took
action. At noon on Dec. 4, the
assembled
demonstration
proceeded to the Administration
Building where they demanded
a meeting with those they
had previously voiced their
grievances to and President
Ochoa, whom students hoped had
the power to make an executive
decision
on
the
situation.
The students filling the lobby
of building 1 were greeted instead
by Bonnie Irwin, Provost and Vice
President for Academic Affairs,
and Anna Bartkowski, Student
Ombudsman
Mediator,
who
informed them that President
Ochoa was out of town and that
“we do not have answers today.”
The demonstrators expressed
their intention not to leave
the premises until tangible
resolution was achieved. The
two administrators contested
that this is the benefit of
shared governance, and that
no individual has the power to
make an immediate decision.
The students were temporarily
appeased
by
Bartkowski
promising a town hall meeting
Dec. 10, 5-7 p.m. with Ochoa
and Erikson in attendance, as
she repeatedly said “I will work
in a neutral, objective way to
facilitate
communication.”
Bartkowski
addressed
the
frustrated
crowd
at
length although she was late for a

previously scheduled engagement.
Skeptical and angered over
similar unkept promises, the
slowly dissipating crowd then
assembled on the lawn in
front of Student Housing &
Residential Life to await the
return of Chiappa. Chiappa
did not return at the expected
time, but shortly after 2:30 p.m.
Erickson chose to address
those still in attendance. She
stated multiple assurances that
included “a lot of progress has
been made in this issue,” mainly
referring to the prevention of
this happening again by having
International Programs reserve
a specific number of rooms in
the Promontory Building, which
is currently under construction.
Although
future
demands
by international students for
admission may not be an issue,
Erickson apologized for the
situation the current international
students are in by stating, “I’m
sorry that’s howyou experience it.”
When offered the opportunity
by the Otter Realm to comment
on these events via email,
Erickson responded by saying “I
care very much about the student
experience here at CSUMB
and I am listening closely to
the concerns of international
students. They have been invited
to a Town Hall on Wednesday
evening.” The Town Hall meeting
took place after the printing of
this edition of the Otter Realm.
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Otter Realm

TUESDAYS
5:30-6:00

LIVE
Watch Otter Realm LIVE on Otter Media online at tat.csumb.edu/ottermedia or via CSUMB TV Ch.71
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BEHIND THE SCENES: CAPSTONE
Breanna Brown. Staff Reporter

TALES AND ADVICE FROM A SENIOR AND FACULTY

BREBROWN@CSUMB.EDU

go and check out the Capstone
Festivals This gives you an
opportunity to check out other
majors Capstones, and help
support graduating students. Last
bit of advice from senior Kamilia
Worthy “absolutely do not
procrastinate!” This is the time to
celebrate and revel in your hard
work, and the accomplishments
of your friends and peers.
Good luck 2014/15 Seniors!

Clare Lenard. Staff Reporter
CLENARD@CSUMB.EDU

Even as freshmen, we all have an
idea of Capstone in the back of our
minds. Always a big, daunting
idea that one day we would reach
that time in our college careers
when we would become a slave
to Capstone.
An intimidating
class to end our journey here
at California State University
Monterey
Bay
(CSUMB).
We have all heard the horror
stories of students who wrote
a 50 to 100 page thesis, or that
when you take Capstone, expect
to not have a life for the duration
of the semester. Many people
have passed down wise advice
and opinions on the matter,
but Capstone still seems to
haunt the minds of students.
The completion of senior and
graduate Capstone projects is
what sets CSUMB apart from any
other college graduating final. It
is a chance for those graduating
to cumulate their knowledge and
skills they have acquired over the
past years to create something
meaningful to the individual.
Since
1998
presentations
have consisted of speeches
and displays given by selected
students, collections of poetry, a
wide array of art, photography,
or dance performances, research
papers, internship poster board
showcases, and student directed
and
produced
films/videos.
Fortunate to participate in
Capstone this semester and
finally experience it for myself
I found it more thrilling than I
could have imagined. Sure, the
workload is tedious, and you are
expected to complete a massive
project that displays all the skills
you have obtained over the course
of your college experience. But
this is the most rewarding class
I have taken at this university.
Within each capstone course
is a given theme or direction
students are asked to follow. A few
examples include: Environmental
Science, (ENVS) where students
work with a community partner
and
address
environmental
issues, Collaborative Health &
Human Services (CHHS) with a
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Advice to Students
from Professors:

Previous Capstone Tabling at CSUMB

PHOTOS BY CSUMB
A Capstone Presentation at CSUMB

theme of “Helping Local Agencies
Help Our Community,” which
entails creating a project over a
three semester period. For Music
and Performing Arts, (MPA)
students created original albums.
In the Human Communications,
(HCOM) students chose either a
research paper, creative project,
or internship, and there is
Liberal Studies, where “students
have to identify an authentic,
urgent, and meaningful local
educational
issue”
stated
Professor Patricia Whang in an
interview with the Otter Realm.
Dr. Armando Arias spoke with
the Otter Realm about his new
Social and Behavioral Science
course centered around service
learning. He explained, “I am

collaborating with others to start
a pathway from high school, to the
community college, to CSUMB
(to my SBS 404s) class in hopes
that students will begin to focus
not only on a life of service but
on acquiring the skills necessary
for
a
competitive
world.”
With twelve different majors
holding capstone festivals for
the fall semester, students
are sure to see a wide array of
projects throughout the festivals.
I interviewed a few seniors
within different majors. “I had a
really good Capstone instructor,
Professor Axil Cricchio, who was
always helpful with questions
I had.
I’m doing a research
project on life satisfaction of
CSUMB students because I think

students happiness should be
important to a university” said
Kamilia Worthy, Psychology.
“My Capstone is basically
discussing why people shy away
from conversations surrounding
9/11, and the emotions evoked by
the term terrorism following the
attacks...My capstone experience
was good” said Emily Richard,
Human Communication “And
future seniors.... Don’t leave all
your capstone work to the last
month, stick to a schedule!”
Capstone is the perfect way
to “Cap Off’ your time spent at
CSUMB. It is a great opportunity
to display your talents and skills
as a student ready to take on the
real world. If you find that you
have some free time Dec. 18-19,

“Think about the skills they
will learn in doing the capstone
project and how these will
assist them in their careers.
Service learning courses provide
key insight to the lives’ of
professionals, career pathways as
well as long-term planning for any
number of careers.” -Dr. Arias
(Social & Behavioral Sciences)
“Be wide awake while doing
SL, because this is the time
when “yeasty” focus issues can
be identified that make for
provocative capstone projects
Start thinking about how you can
use assignments in other classes
to build your understanding of
the literature in potential areas
of interest, and attend a capstone
festival so that you know what
is expected of you and you will
probably
here
presentations
that are relevant to your own
interests - which may spark ideas
or alert you to useful resources.”Patricia Whang (Liberal Studies)
“Find a topic that you’re truly
passionate about and fascinated
by. That makes all the work that’s
required much more enjoyable,
and it leads to the best final
results.” - Lanier Sammons
(Music and Performing Arts)
“Choose an exam/project that
best fits your future career goals
and take ample time to prepare for
it.”- Dr. Bellumori (Kinesiology)
“Identify an issue about
which they are passionate and
to seek a community partner
organization whose mission or
activities appear to address some
aspect of that issue.” -Hester
Parker (Environmental Studies)
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A HOLIDAY BACK IN TIME:
CHRISTMAS IN THE ADOBES
LOCALS LIGHT UP DOWNTOWN MONTEREY IN A
HISTORIC CHRISTMAS TRADITION

Emily Adad, Staff Reporter
EADAD@CSUMB.EDU

From December 5-6 from 5 to 9 p.m.
Christmas in the Adobes celebrated its
30th anniversary in downtown Monterey,
taking visitors back in time to Christmas
themed celebrations from centuries ago.
Christmas in the Adobes “is a mixture of
Mexican/Californio Christmas customs and
Yankee Victorian customs, depending on
who occupied a particular adobe,” said Susan
Miller, the Newsletter Editor for Monterey
State Historic Park Association (MSHPA).
Each home has a story that is influential
to the cultural history of Monterey.
This gives the public a chance to see the

8 | Otter Realm | December 11, 2014

beautiful heritage of Monterey County.
The event lit up downtown Monterey,
putting on a vibrant display of holiday
spirit and opening up over 20 historic
adobes. Children, teens and adult
volunteers dressed up in traditional mid
-1800’s costumes, inviting the crowd
to sing Christmas carols, dance to the
sound of the Spanish guitar as well as
listen to Mexican melodies on the harp.
Walking into each adobe there was
a smell of fresh baked cookies and
seasonal spices. Refreshments included
pastries, cookies, warm apple cider and
the traditional Mexican refreshment,
horchata. Volunteers helped guide the
public into each adobe as well as tell the
story of the families who once lived there.
In 1602-1770, Spanish explorers or
“Californios” colonized Monterey. Back
then, the Spaniards had a unique way of
building homes called adobes, which were
made out of mud and built through the mid
-1800s. The remaining adobe buildings in

downtown Monterey are still full of history.
“One of the things I find interesting
is that many Monterey locals have no
idea of the history that has taken place
here. Native Americans lived here for
thousands of years, but then the Spanish
came and established a colony for the
King of Spain. In 1821, Nueva Espana
revolted against the country of Spain and
this became Alta California, the province
of Mexico. This was Mexico and Monterey
was the capital. There was a governor here
appointed by Mexico City. In 1846, the
United States took over and this became a
military base. And that was the beginning
of California,” explained Maurice Bernier,
a Park Aide for the California State Park.
MSHPA expected an excellent turn
out for it’s 30th anniversary. Pre-sale
tickets purchased online boomed. Having
loyal event-goers for 15+ years, it was
expected to reach up to 1,000 people in
the two days. The main goals of Christmas
in the Adobes is to raise money for
children’s education programs and to
keep the Monterey State Historic Park
open. MSHPA with the cooperation of
Monterey State Historic Park has started
a fundraiser for children’s education.

The MSHPA employees are responsible
for putting on Christmas in the Adobes.
“Local businesses, individuals, schools
and organizations sponsor our event.”
said Jan Houser, Co-President of MSHPA.
Volunteers get to attend this beautiful
event for free! If anyone is interested in
volunteering next year, please visit the
MSHPA website at: www.mshpa.org.
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RINGING IN THE NEW YEAR
NEW YEAR'S EVE SIGHTS AND SOUNDS
Sean Hutchison, Staff Reporter
SHUTCHISON@CSUMB.EDU

Whether it be wholesome family fun, or finding what place has the most people
and loudest music, here is a list of things to do for New Year's Eve in the Monterey
area. There are plenty of fun, cheap ways to enjoy a fun night with close friends, or
even complete strangers.

FIRST NIGHT MONTEREY
In what is dubbed a 'New Years Eve Celebration of the Arts', located
in downtown Monterey, First Night offers over 22 venues with live music
performances ranging from belly dancing to vocal choirs, string instrument
ensembles, dance teams and many more. The event will be running from 3
p.m. to midnight. The cost to attend for adults is $20 if you buy in advance, and
$24 at the door, youths are $12 or $15 at the door. Children five
and under are admitted for free. For more information visit www.
firstniehtmonterev.org

THE OTTER'S DEN
Only a stone's throw away from Cal State University Monterey Bay (CSUMB) in
Marina, students and non-students alike can enjoy a variety of reasonably priced
libations along with a young crowd, many college students as well as their massive
assortment of songs on the jukebox, all you to be your own DJ. With no cover
charge, it is a good way to have a night out on the cheap.

BLUE FIN CAFE & BILLIARDS
Located in downtown Monterey, this is a popular destination for college
students and young adults. To go along with their 11 pool tables, they will be
having Dj's Toto and Neato keeping the music loud and intense, and a Ciroc
promotion providing free samples and specials on drinks with Ciroc Vodka, that
comes in flavored, and unflavored form. There will also be a free champagne
toasting at midnight for all in attendance. There will be a cover that has yet to be
decided, www.bluefinbilliards.com/

MY ATTIC 1937
Evoking memories of the Prohibition era, this site that was established in 1937
has an elevated speakeasy vibe with the high end cocktails to prove it. They will
be putting on "Winter Wonderland" theme all December and offering 20 percent
off to all CSUMB students on their first round with a valid ID. "For New Years' we
are doing $20 at the door which includes two drinks of choice from out of the My
Attic Cocktail list as well as other drink and champagne specials throughout the
night as well as offering bottle service," said Jason R. Coniglio, My Attic General
Manager. So if you want high end cocktails or you just want to have a drink where
John Steinbeck once did, this resplendent watering hole is a must visit destination.

CANNERY ROW BREWING COMPANY
Well known for its massive draft beer selection with beers from Goose Island
Allagash Brewing, Firestone, and even some so that'll put you back $30 a glass,
Cannery Row Brewing Company is a one-stop-shop for dinner and an after party.
With a great location adjacent to many other Monterey sites, walking to and from
places like the wharf, the beach, Cannery Row, and three of the bars in this very
article, is an added bonus. If you aren't much of a beer-snob, fear not. They still
have all the mainstays under "Lawnmower Beers".

MONTEREY BAY AQUARIUM NEW
YEAR'S EVE SEASHORE SLEEPOVER
With an awesome locale and a ton of fun things to do including a 9 p.m.
sparkling cider toast, a sundae bar, wildlife watching from the Great Tide Pool
deck, and a continental breakfast; this event provides an alternative to a wild and
crazy New Years Eve with a decidedly Monterey flavor. The event runs from 7 p.m.
New Year's Eve until 8:30 a.m. New Year’s Day. Admission is $125 per person, or
$100 per person with an Aquarium membership. Sleeping areas are throughout
the aquarium beside various exhibits. For more information visit: http://www.
montereybayaquarium.org/animals-and-experiences/tours-and-adventures/
sleepovers/new-years-eve

LONDON BRIDGE PUB

Offering traditional British fare and all the pints you can handle, London Bridge
Pub provides an old time-y feel with an ocean front view. Located on Figueroa
St.- next to Old Fisherman's Wharf in Monterey, their outdoor patios and fire pits
will keep you warm if the pints do not, as well as help you ring in the New Year.
They also have a happy hour from 3 to 6 p.m. With no NYE events planned, this is
a quiet alternative to a night on the town.

www.otterrealm.com
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NO JUSTICE, NO PEACE
Johnny Bays, Staff Reporter
JBAYS@CSUMB.EDU

Recent
killings
of African
American civilians by White
police officers may seem to be
isolated incidents, but they
actually highlight the much larger
problem
of
institutionalized
racism and police brutality.
July 17, Staten Island, NY, Eric
Garner, a 43-year-old African
American man dies after being
placed in an banned chokehold
by Daniel Pantaleo, a 29-year-old
White police officer. Garner was
accused of selling single, untaxed
cigarettes. On Dec. 3, a grand
jury announced its decision not
to indict Officer Pantaleo, who
had been stripped of his badge,
gun and placed on desk duty.
Aug. 9, Ferguson, MO. Michael

Brown, an 18-year-old African
American male, is shot six times
and killed by Officer Darren
Wilson, a 28-year-old White police
officer. Brown was accused of
stealing cigars from a convenience
store the day of the event. On
Nov. 24, a grand jury also chose
not to indict Wilson for murder.
Wilson has since resigned.
Nov 22, Cleveland, OH. Tamir
Rice, a 12-year-old African
American boy is shot and killed
by Timothy Loehman, a 26-yearold White Cleveland police
officer. Rice had a toy pistol in
his waistband. Loehman and
another officer, Frank Gramback,
were placed on administrative
leave pending a grand jury
decision on whether or not
to charge them with a crime.
The outcomes of these three
killings, along with numerous
others, have sparked outrage
across the country. Protesters

POLICE BRUTALITY
CAUSES CIVIL UNREST

have taken to the streets, blocking
highways in Missouri, New York,
and California. “Die-ins” have
also taken place in public venues
such as shopping malls, during
which participants lie on the
ground as a tribute to represent
those who have been killed by
police. One such event occurred
in the California State University,
Monterey
Bay
(CSUMB)’s
library on Wednesday, Dec.
10, organized by the student
activist group Students for
Quality
Education
(SQE).
The Ku Klux Klan took to
the streets of Ferguson to voice
their support for Darren Wilson,
prompting
internet
activist
group Anonymous to Hack into
the Klan’s Twitter account, @
KuKluxKlanUSA. According to
Anonymous, the account is “Under
anon control as of 16 NOV 2014
09:11:47. You should’ve expected
us.” The hate group’s presence in

Ferguson and vocal support for
Wilson and his actions highlight
the underlying racism that allows
these killers to go unpunished.
In other parts of social
media,
hashtags
such
as
#HandsUpDontShoot,
#ICantBreathe,
and
#BlackLivesMatter
have
become increasingly common.
The first two phrases are the
last words of Michael Brown
and Eric Garner, respectively.
The third is a response to a
prevailing belief among the Black
community that their lives do
not matter to the United States
law enforcement system. When
asked if race played a role in these
three killings, African American
CSUMB student Ariel Robinson
said, “Events like these are
unfortunately to be expected in
the United States. Until there is
honest discussion about the social
history surrounding the events,

and until someone gets punished
for murdering black people in
cold blood, these won’t stop.”
Robinson makes a valid point.
Recently, a CSUMB police
officer has been placed on leave,
and is being threatened with
termination for refusing to use his
taser on an emotionally distressed
student. The officer claims that he
was concerned for the students
safety, while Marina Police say
that he “froze” when ordered to
use his taser. While the names
and races of both the student and
the police officer have yet to be
released, the fact that the officer
might lose his job for refusing to
use nonlethal force while Darren
Wilson was placed on paid
suspension for killing somebody
shows that the priorities of the
United States Justice System
need to be seriously questioned.

HOME ALONE FOR WINTER BREAK?
THINGS TO DO DURING WINTER BREAK
Hailey Vetter. Staff Reporter
HVETTER@CSUMB.EDU

Winter break is right around
the corner. If your roommates
and friends are packing up and
heading home for the upcoming
holiday break, your main concern
may be boredom during the long,
lonely days of December and early
January. Not to worry though, we
have compiled a list of fun (and
mostly free) events going on in
the California State University,
Monterey Bay (CSUMB) area
during Winter Break that will
help keep you entertained.
One possibility is to head up
the coast to visit the Santa Cruz
Beach Boardwalk. The Boardwalk
features rides, arcades, food, and
of course, the beach. It opens at
noon and closes at 5 p.m. every
day from Dec. 26 to Jan. 4. After
that, it will be open every Saturday
and Sunday from noon to 5 p.m.
through the end of January. Prices
of rides on the Boardwalk range
from $3 - $6 each, or you can buy

an unlimited rides wristband for
$22.95 + tax granting unlimited
rides all day. If that isn’t enough,
you will also find Mini Golf, Laser
Tag, A Laser Maze, The Fright
Walk, and two different arcades at
the Beach Boardwalk. In addition,
parking fees are reduced to just
$6 as a part of the winter special.
If roller coasters and arcade
games aren’t your cup of tea,
the Monterey Bay Aquarium
is offering free admission to
Monterey, San Benito, and Santa
Cruz county residents from Dec. 6
to 14. Home to dozens of rare sea
creatures and full of educational
opportunities, the aquarium is a
must-see attraction in our area.
If you haven’t yet, this is the
perfect opportunity to check out
their latest exhibit, Tentacles: The
Astounding Lives of Octopuses
Squid and Cuttlefishes. In order
to qualify for free admittance,
you must provide proof of
residence in the tri-county area.
Proof of residence includes a
current utility bill, a valid driver’s
license or state identification
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card. For more information on
what meets the criteria of a valid
proof of residence, visit www.
montereybayaquarium.org or call
the aquarium at (831) 648-4800.
Finally, if you feel like giving
back this holiday season and don’t
have any plans for New Year’s Eve,
First Night Monterey is looking
for volunteers. As a volunteer,
you will have access to attending
the entire First Night Monterey
New Year’s Eve event for free, and
all you have to do is attend one
volunteer information session,
and work a three and a half hour
shift on Dec. 31. The volunteer
information sessions take place
on Dec. 18 at 6 p.m., and Dec. 20
and 28 at 2 p.m. The information
sessions are located at 542 Archer
Street in Monterey. You can
call the First Night Monterey
office at (831) 373-4778 for more
information or to communicate
your interest in volunteering.
If you are stuck here alone
for Winter break, don’t worry.
These are just a few activities
to occupy your time. If none of

these events stand out to you, you
could always go for a drive to see
the beautiful sights of Big Sur
or Point Lobos, take a trip to the
Del Monte Center, go Christmas
shopping in San Jose, or even
pay a visit to the local shops on
Cannery Row for some retail
therapy. When you live in an area
this beautiful, all you really have

to do is drive a few miles west and
spend a relaxing day on the beach.
Regardless of how you spend your
break, The Otter Realm wishes
you a memorable, safe, funfilled, and happy holiday season.

www.otterrealm.com

LET THE
MONTEREY-SALINAS
TRANSIT EXPAND
YOUR WORLD
REDUCE YOUR CARBON
FOOTPRINT, RIDE THE MST!

Neil Northey, Staff Reporter
NNORTHEY@CSUMB.EDU

The
Monterey
Salinas
Transit
(MST)
will
continue to provide its
usual timely service while
California State University
Monterey Bay (CSUMB)
students and faculty enjoy
a nice long Winter Break.
With only a few slight
modifications to its daily
schedule, MST will stay on
track moving thousands
of commuters throughout
its 280 square mile service
area. The modified holiday
schedule for Christmas
and New Year’s Eve will
only have lines 1, 2, 20,
24, 41, 55 and JAZZ A & B

operational.
MST riders
can follow MST on Twitter
at
www.twitter.com/
mst_bus for up-to-date
news regarding changes
or
anticipated
delays.
For
more
information,
riders can visit www.mst.
org or call MontereySalinas Transit toll free
at
1-888-MST-BUSi.
For students who have
their own transportation or
who have never ridden the
MST, taking a ride on the
local transit system might
have some unexpected
benefits.
One
primary
benefit is that the MST is
free for CSUMB students,
staff and faculty. Just a
swipe of the Otter ID card
covers all cost of travel and
allows riders to sit back and
not worry about the traffic

2014-15 MST
HOLIDAY SCHEDULE

LINE:

DATES NOT IN
SERVICE:

16&18

Dec 25, Jan 1

17

Dec 20-22, Jan 18

19

Dec 20-Jan 18

25

Dec 22-Jan 16

26

Dec 20-Jan 18

74

Dec 20-21, Dec 25,
Jan 1, Jan 17-19

Photo provided by the Campus Planning Department of CSUMB

congestion, the availability
of parking spaces, or the
cost of fuel. MST travels all
over Monterey County and
provides limited service in
Santa Cruz County, and San
Luis Obispo County which
gives riders a wide variety
of travel destinations. As
an added bonus, riding
the MST is a great way
to meet and make new
friends. MST destinations
read like a travel guide and
include places like Big Sur,
Asilomar, Point Lobos,
Carmel, and Pebble Beach;
so for CSUMB students
or community members
who have not tried MST,
take a day and travel far
and wide and leave the
stress of driving to MST.
Last
August,
MST
received funding from

CSUMB to expand lines
to
provide
additional
transportation
services
to and from CSUMB to
increase the connectivity
with the community. In
addition to the expansion,
MST used social media
to make their services
more accessible and user
friendly. MST has a mobile
website for smartphones.
Just go to mst.org where
you can plan your travel
from
start
to
finish.

*If a Line is not mentioned, it is
operating according to normal
schedule during winter break.

Mythic Games
561 Tyler St Monterey GA 93940
831-747-1472
mythic_monterey@gomythlc.com
montereygpmythlc.com
Facebook: Mythic Monterey

Mon: lpm-10pm Tues-Thur: 12-10pm Fri: 12-11pm
Sat: 11 am-11 pm Sun: 12- 10pm

MAGIC
The Gathering
Monday: Standard 6pm
Tuesday:
Draft 6pm
Wednesday: Modem 6pm
Thursday: Draft 6pm
Draft 6pm
Standard 7pm
Saturday: Draft 6pm
Sunday: Legacy 1pm
Cube 6pm

WARHAMMER
WARHAMMER
40000

40k Wednesdays & Saturdays

Fantasy: Thursdays & Sundays

Friday:

The MST is an excellent alternative to driving to class.

www.otterrealm.com

Photo provided by the Campus Planning Department ofCSUMB

We also have a full stock of
Boardgames, Minitures, LCGs,
MTG Singles & Role Playing Games
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COZY OFF-CAMPUS
CAFES

Miranda Squires, Staff Reporter
MSQUIRES@CSUMB.EDU

These local Internet cafes will surely provide a suitable work environment for finals, studies over
Winter Break, and group projects, thus saving you from a brain meltdown.
Students often hunt for a tranquil place to study with a quality
WiFi connection on campus and all too frequently are unsuccessful.
Meeting with classmates often proves challenging as well, when
each group member has conflicting schedules, are tired of going to
Starbucks and Peet's, or do not want to put up with a consistently poor
WiFi connection at the library. The following coffee shops are a great
enviorment for studying and well-known for their delectable coffee and
treats.

Sweet Elena's Bakery & Cafe
465 Olympia Avenue, Sand City
M - F 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. & Sat. 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
831-393-2063

Sweet Elena's is an eclectic, independent coffee shop and bakery hidden
behind Home Depot in Sand City and is surrounded by industrial
businesses. It may not strike your fancy at first due to its isolated location,
but it certainly beats a corporate chain. With generous portion sizes,
unconventional artwork, baked goods that are made from scratch on-site,
and a quiet atmosphere, this place is likely to keep you coming back.
Katy Matias, employee at Sweet Elena's and current Senior at Seaside
High School, says customers are "free to be here all day until we close."
Because Sweet Elena's is in a remote location their business isn't exactly
booming, but Matias says that when "people do come here, they continue
coming back."
The moderate business level makes it easy for students to study and
keep their concentration because customers are not running in and out
and being noisy. The table setup makes for efficient, spacious study areas
for individuals or group collaboration with a variety of table shapes and
sizes and one large, long table favorable for spreading out materials.
Although it can be tricky to find, when you do find it, it will be worth your
while.
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Perfectly Pressed Juice
Barn’Eatery
668 Williams Avenue, Seaside
M - F6 a.m. -6p.m. & Sat. 8 a.m. - 2 p.m.
831-998-8770

Perfectly Pressed is an expansion of the local business based
out of Salinas, which came to Seaside last month and is
attached to the building housing the Monterey County Weekly.
The eatery's featured fare is their fresh squeezed juices, like the
popular "Green Dream" with cucumber, spinach, kale, celery,
romaine, apple, lemon and ginger; which is advantageous for
cleansing and detoxing.
The juices make you feel great and are beneficial for many
health issues such as headaches, immune system boosts,
increasing focus and acuity and more. All juices are made from
organic produce fresh squeezed daily in Salinas and driven to
the Seaside location each morning. Along with juices, they also
serve coffee, beer, wine and other tasty treats like their glutenfree blueberry and apple cinnamon scones.
Justin Bishop-Williams, an employee at Perfectly Pressed
and Music Junior at California State University Monterey Bay
(CSUMB) says "there is no pressure to buy anything here."
Students are encouraged to come by, hang out and study to
have the opportunity to meet new people. "Everybody that
has come in the past, they are coming back all the time," says
Bishop-Williams.
The personable staff is open to music suggestions or a
friendly chat upon visiting. You may also find yourself rubbing
elbows with employees of the Weekly who frequent the eatery
for meetings and chow. The location is easy to find, the artwork
is simple, but bold, and the space can even be reserved for
parties and events. This is an ideal fit for studying especially if
you like art, laidback environments, healthy drinks and snacks.

Cafe Lumiere
668 Williams Avenue, Seaside
M - F6 a.m. - 6p.m. & Sat. 8 a.m. - 2p.m.
831-998-8770

This cafe is a unique, quirky shop located inside the same
building as the Osio Cinema in downtown Monterey. It
provides a warm, modern environment serving not only
delicious coffee and treats, but also beer, wine, mimosas and
other brunch items.
Healthy snacks include gluten-free and vegan options, and
there are indulgent options like cakes, cookies and brownies
as well. According to Brandi Lamb, owner of Cafe Lumiere,
they "use at least 80 percent organic and Fair Trade products."
Their food is appetizing, but according to Yelp reviews, their
coffee is "something special." They use a special espresso
machine called La Marzocco GB/5 that Lamb says, "was
handmade in Italy and shipped to us. We have [it] customized
according to our specifications, water temperature, water
pressure et cetera." and the coffee is brewed from locally
ground beans from Acme Coffee Roasting Company in
Seaside.
Additionally, they have an upstairs area that is pleasant for
studying, and the downstairs area is a bit busier, but suitable
for socializing and meeting new people. Lamb explains how
"Lumiere has always been a meeting place for students. In
fact, students make up approximately 70 percent of our
regular customers." Even if you are just looking for a casual
place to shoot the breeze with some friends, Cafe Lumiere
accommodates both studying and socializing.
www.otterreaIm.com

All photos by Miranda Squires

What these three places
have in common is that they
all provide students with a
comfortable study area for
individual focus or group
collaboration. They serve
reasonably priced, delicious
drinks and treats. Also, they
each have incredibly versatile
environments. You can either
isolate yourself for ultimate
concentration or study with
the opportunity to socialize
or meet new people. Some
even serve alcohol for when
you finish your studies and
want to have a celebratory
drink! So keep these places
in mind when you are feeling
overwhelmed by schoolwork
and need a cozy spot to study,
or get together with a friend.
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MONTEREY WHALEFEST 2015 IS
JUST AROUND THE CORNER
ENJOY A WEEKEND OF FREE EVENTS AND GAIN SOME
KNOWLEDGE ON MONTEREY BAY'S WHALES

Whale tails!

Photo by: Peggy Stap

Photo by: Peggy Stap

Jessica Salimi, Staff Reporter
JSALIMI@CSUMB.EDU

Looking for something to do to
unwind during the first weekend
back from Winter Break? The 5th
Annual Monterey Bay Whalefest
is a free event that takes place
on and around Fisherman’s
Wharf, providing a weekend of
fun and education for the public.
This year events will be held
on Jan. 24 and 25 from 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m. and benefit many of the
local non-profit organizations
dedicated to marine mammal
research. Monterey Bay has been
referred to as the “whale watching
capital of the world” and is home
to 15 different species of whales
throughout the year. Recently,
the Otter Realm spoke with the
president of the Monterey Wharf
Association, Mary Alice Cerrito
Fettis, to learn more about the
events. Fettis says each booth

set up at the event offers a
different interactive activity
and she hopes people will
learn something they had not
thought of before. She believes
attending an event like this can
make people better protectors
of the ocean whether you are
6 years old or 90 years old.
Professor Gerick Bergsma, an
ecology professor at California
State
University
Monterey
Bay (CSUMB) says he would
encourage students to attend
the events. “I think it would be
a fun event for students looking
to learn a little bit more about
marine life and conservation of
the Monterey Bay. The festival
is hosted on the wharf, and a
number of marine conservation,
education,
and
research
organizations participate in
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the lectures, films, and other
activities during the festival.”
During the festival there
will be a series of lectures and
documentaries presented at the
Museum of Monterey, which
will promote marine mammal
conservation. Various non-profit
groups from around the area
will be in attendance during the
festival including Marine Life
Studies, Monterey Bay National
Marine
Sanctuary,
Moss
Landing Marine Laboratory,
Save Our Shores and many more.
Whalefest will include a 60
foot gray whale model which
attendees can climb inside to
explore just how large these
animals are. Whale watching
trips will run from the wharf
throughout the day, weather
permitting. There will also be

a benefit cruise for the American
Cetacean Society at 8 a.m. on
Saturday. The price for the cruise
runs at $40 and will take off from
local bands will be performing
live music throughout the day
including rock, jazz, and reggae.
There will also be a shark and
a Humboldt squid dissection
presentation which will show an
up close and personal view of the
animals’ anatomies. The Marine
Life Studies organization will
be showing a demonstration on
how their Whale Entanglement
Team tackles the tough job
of disentangling whales who
are in distress with a mock
disentanglement. Attending the
event can also provide a science
course credit for certain classes,
so check with your professors
to see if this may apply to you.

If you will be in the area towards
the end of winter break and enjoy
wildlife photography, there will be
a free event called “Fins, Funds,
and Photos!” This event will be
held at the Museum of Monterey
on Friday, Jan. 16 from 5-8 p.m.
The event will display numerous
photographs of marine wildlife
taken right here in the Monterey
Bay. Admission is free although
donations are accepted and there
will be live music along with a
free appetizer. The donations
collected from sold artwork will
help benefit Whalefest 2015 along
with the Monterey Art and History
Association. For more information
on these and more exciting
events taking place on the wharf
visit www.montereywharf.com.
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MAKE THE MOST
OF EL NINO
THE BEST DEALS FOR
HITTING THE SLOPES
THIS WINTER

California State University
Monterey Bay
International Programs

Study Abroad
Myths Busted
Cole Shapiro, Staff Reporter
CSHAPIRO@CSUMB.EDU

As the ski resorts throughout Resort for college students. or even Mountain High.
Lake Tahoe, a winter
Michael Aliotta, Business These are two smaller
haven about five hours Senior, at California State resorts located in Southern
Northeast of California University
Monterey California. Bear Mountain
State University Monterey Bay (CSUMB) has just offers two-day lift passes
Bay (CSUMB),
continue purchased his Epic Pass for a $30 discount when
to build their base depth of for the fourth year in a row. purchased during peak
snow over 20 inches, many Aliotta has no regrets and season
and
weekends.
college students still have thrives off of the motivation Unfortunately that deal
the chance to get the Epic that it gives him to finish his does not take place from
College Pass for $499. You studies early. The biggest Feb. 18-21, 2014. However,
may think that
Mountain High’s
that
sounds
"There is much more to do in 2014/15 season
expensive
at
passes are on
Tahoe than people think. "
first, but this
sale from now
pass
provides
until Dec. 24 for
you access to three of Lake sacrifice he has to make
$349- That is 57 percent
Tahoe’s
most
credible is getting shifts covered off of the normal price.
resorts:
Northstar,
at Bubba Gump’s and
Student Assistant and
Heavenly, and Kirkwood. forfeiting the extra dollars Outdoor Leader of the
After skiing at either resort that he would be making Outdoor and Recreation
for the seventh time of the serving tables. Other than Club, Leoni Dickerhoff said
season, you will be riding that, Aliotta said “the “right now we are in the
for free. All you have to hardest part every year is planning process but we
do is go online at http:// driving my Honda Accord might not be able to host
www.snow.com/epic-pass/ through the mountains and a trip due to increased Ski
passes.aspx and provide having to put chains on my Resort prices.” However,
proof of enrollment at car in the freezing cold. there are many students
the university on your Other than that, I would attending the university
first day of the season. go the extra mile no matter take it upon themselves
You may also find what.” Michael has also to scrape up some cash
additional offers and passes expressed interest in linking and drive hours for some
on this site which may be up with any other students fresh powder. Also, if
more accommodating if you that would like to go up to more students take it upon
only plan on going a limited Tahoe on the weekends. themselves to purchase
amount of times throughout
For those of you who any of the season passes
the season, or you are more are planning on traveling that are offered at various
interested in other resorts. back down south for the resorts, they will find
One of these offers includes holidays, you may want to that it is more affordable.
$15 Friday passes at Boreal check out Bear Mountain

www.otterrealm.com

Myth: Studying Abroad is EXPENSIVE.
Truth: You'll pay CSUMB tuition with most programs and
housing is often cheaper. Plus, all of your financial aid
goes with you on CSUMB's many programs.

Myth: it will delay graduation.
Truth: All of the classes you'll take overseas will transfer
back to CSUMB. All of them. Talk to your academic adviser
after attending the Study Abroad 101 Info Session.

Myth: It's only for students with a

really high GPA.
Truth: Most programs accept students with a 2.75 and
strong faculty recommendations.

Study Abroad 101
Mondays 12-2
Library 1128
international.csumb.edu
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THE BOOK NOOK:
Alexis Shaw, Staff Reporter
ASHAW@CSUMB.EDU

With the year winding down and classes ending, there isn’t much left to do. You
could marathon that Netflix show you missed, beat that video game you bought
three months ago, or even pick up that book on your shelf you've been meaning
to finish. Here are some hand-selected books to check out in your spare time. You
can find these at any Barnes and Noble or major bookstore, but the cheapest way
would be to buy off of Amazon or download the ebooks for about $3-$5 each.

GONE GIRL

By Gillian Flynn, Crown Publishing Group, 2012

In North Carolina on a summer day, Nick and Amy Dunne should be celebrating
their fifth wedding anniversary. Instead, Nick is thrown into an investigation of
Amy's disappearance. Once loved by many, Nick's actions and lies to the police
seem to incriminate him more and more as he
begins to crack under the media spotlight. No
matter how bleak the situation becomes, Nick
insists he is innocent. So the question remains:
Is Nick Amy's killer? From beginning to end you
will not be able to put this book own. The story
alternates between narrations of Nick and Amy
and you begin to discover that the truth may
lie with neither of them -- but with something
else entirely that will chill you to the bone.

SELECTED READS
FOR WINTER BREAK

ELEANOR AND PARK

By Rainbow Rowell, St. Martin's Press, 2015

The novel is a love story between overweight redhead Eleanor and half-Korean
Park, the family outcast. It begins on a bus ride when one day Park notices that
Eleanor is reading the comic book he has, so he slides it a little closer to her. From
that day forward they grow closer every bus ride
-- Eleanor using it as an escape from her traumatic
homelife and Park using it as validation that he
belongs somewhere. Between discussing X-Men
characters and making each other mixtapes,
the year 1986 will never be the same for them.
At first glance, I deemed it to be yet another
average young adult novel, however, Eleanor and
Park isn't for young adults. It's is about young
adults experiencing very human relationships
that can reach down and connect with any
person who has ever been a teenager.

READY PLAYER ONE

By Ernest Cline, Random House, 2011

In the not-so-distant future, the world has become a mess. Poverty is everywhere
and the only escape is OASIS, a virtual reality world
that is a vast online utopia. You can plug in a go
to school, meet people and even earn money. For
an 18-year-old orphan, Wade Watts, who lives with
his aunt and her disgusting boyfriend, OASIS is his
escape too. James Halliday, the creator of OASIS
was an eccentric who died as the richest man in the
world. He left his fortune to whomever could find all
three "keys" hidden in the virtual world. Of course,
this is all considered an urban legend...until one day
Wade finds a key. This book is entertaining all the
way through. If you love pop culture this is a gold
mine for it -- especially '80s pop culture. The writing
is witty, sarcastic and refreshing all the way through.

CAMPUS PICKS

"I recently finished This Boy's Life' which is about a boy who grows up
in an ill-mannered life and does not realize it until he is physically and
emotionally beaten in his 20's. This story was extremely raw and heart
wrenching. It was totally opposite of how I grew up. The depth and personality
drew me to the book." - Maddelain Castro, Sophomore, CART Major
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'The Storyteller' by Jodi Picoult was very interesting to read.
It talked about the Holocaust and how it impacted its victims
and future generations." - Sandra Romero, Junior, Hcom Major
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PANETTA’S WORTHY FIGHTS

leadership can help keep us safe and let us prosper; the alternative brings
instability and uncertainty, and makes life harder instead of easier"
-Leon Panetta

BOOK
REVIEW
Di Andra Espinoza, Staff Reporter
DIESPINOZA@CSUMB.EDU

In his new best-selling memoir, Worthy
Fights, Leon Panetta offers a glimpse
into his life growing up in an Italian
family on the Monterey Peninsula,
the path that he paved from military
man to politician and the often tough
decisions that he had to make as former
CIA Director and Secretary of Defense.
The start of the book captures the
reader’s attention as Panetta tells the story
of how he came to be. With two parents
possessing strong Italian roots and a loving
grandfather, local readers will get a thrill
from reading about Panetta’s young life in
Monterey, CA. This start gives the reader an
understanding of where Panetta’s affinity
for high moral standards derives from.
The book also offers a glimpse into
Panetta’s love for music at a young age
(a fact that many do not know about the
famous leader). According to Worthy Fights
“When I was about ten years old, I showed
my greatest potential as a pianist,” Panetta
recalls. “I gave a performance at a home in
Carmel that the local newspaper covered.

Leon Panetta signed his book for Otter Realm's staff reporter Di Andra Espinoza on Nov. 11

‘This boy,’ the reviewer wrote of me,
‘possesses a phenomenal musical talent.’”
As Panetta’s journey continues many

Photo By: Di Andra Espinoza

readers may find it interesting to read about
the conversation that went on with Panetta
and President Obama at the time when he

was asked to be CIA Director for the Obama
administration. “If I took this, I’d feel an
obligation to tell you the truth, no matter
how uncomfortable,” Panetta remembered.
This would be a trait in Panetta’s values
that landed him the position, as well as the
respect of the President of the United States.
“Leadership can help keep us safe
and let us prosper; the alternative
brings instability and uncertainty, and
makes life harder instead of easier”
Worthy Fights is a book that can
be enjoyed by both those who may or
may not be interested in politics. While
Panetta’s career is mostly political, the
memoir heavily focuses on his morals and
understanding of the world and the people
in it. This book creates an understanding of
a politician as a human being and not just
a government official, which allows readers
to relate to Panetta on the most basic level.
Reading Worthy Fights may leave its
readers feeling less as if they have read a
memoir about a US government official,
and more as if they had just finished
an incredible conversation with one of
our country’s most influential leaders; a
conversation that involves the sharing of
knowledge and wisdom from someone
who truly cared not only about his country,
but the men and women that make it up.

SWORDFIGHTS AND MONOLOGUES
SPRING 2015 BRINGS VAGINA MONOLOGUES, MENDING MONOLOGUESAND THEPRINCESS BRIDE TO CSUMB
Gabriela Joseph, Staff Reporter
GJOSEPH@CSUMB.EDU

Next semester California State University
Monterey Bay’s (CSUMB)’s World Theatre
will host three huge performances:
Vagina
Monologues,
MENding
Monologues and The Princess Bride.
Vagina and MENding monologues
are a series of one-shot stories and skits
that revolve around gender and self
identification, from brutal sexual assault
experiences to comedic ‘coming-out’ stories.
The Vagina Monologues have been
a part of CSUMB for 14 years. “It’s
an experience unlike anything else,”
explains
Producer Marisa HurreraKeehn, third year Cinematic Arts and
Technology Major. “It will make you
laugh cry, and everything in between.”
Unlike typical school performances, the
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Vagina Monologues are much more casual.
“I mean, how often do you get shows with
the word ‘vagina’ all over it?” says HurreraKeehn. But beyond great entertainment,
the Vagina Monologues strive “to create
a community where people don’t have to
hide—where they know they’re not alone.”
The Vagina Monologues will take place
Valentines’ Day weekend. Tickets are $10
for students and $15 for general admission.
MENding is “like a younger brother to
the Vagina Monologues,” says MENding
Director Tyler Reyes, third year Psychology
major. Derek Dujardin—a professional selfemployed writer, speaker and performer-created the production four years ago
after seeing the Vagina Monologues
and realizing “men have something to
say about this too.” MENding offers a
male perspective on gender violence
and is “fairly low-key” when compared
to its feminine counterpart said Reyes.
Like Vagina Monologues, the sole
purpose behind MENding is to foster a

secure, supportive environment where
students can freely express themselves.
“I want the audience to leave with the
knowledge that gender violence affects
everyone and that everyone has the
potential to put an end to it,” states Reyes.
MENding Monologues’ performance date
is still tentative, but it will probably be either
April 9 or 10. Tickets are an estimated $7
for students and $10 for general admission.
Both MENding and Vagina Monologues
are put on by CSUMB’s EMPOWER club.
For students interested in performing
in these monologues, EMPOWER meets
every Tuesday from 8 to 10 p.m. in
the Media Learning Center, room 170.
In addition to the Monologues, CSUMB
brings Inigo Montoya—the dedicated and
brilliant Spanish fencer obsessed with
avenging his father’s death— to life in its
first ever production of The Princess Bride.
After the Performing Otters’ last production,
Almost Maine, received wonderful reviews
“I expect the show to be a huge success,”

says Producer Samuel Johnson, second
year Human Communications major.
The Princess Bride will have many of the
same performers, as well as some first
year and international students new to
performing on stage. “This diverse cast is
incredibly dedicated and ready to put on a
fantastic show for CSUMB students,” says
Johnson. One of the biggest successes so
far has been the huge amount of interest
the campus community has shown in
the play. The Performing Otters has had
“over 50 students audition,” says Johnson.
While it’s still tentative, the show
will likely take place in March.
For students interested in participating
in future Performing Otters productions,
the easiest way to do so is by attending one
of their bi-weekly meetings held in the Black
Box Cabaret (BBC). For further information
about meeting times and upcoming
productions, contact zpulkka@csumb.edu.
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Pizza.... the way it oughta be!

www.mountainmikes.com
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Phone: 831-883-2242
266 Reservation Road, Marina, CA 93933
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ARTICLE UPDATES
Coastal Drizzle No
Challengefor
Percolation Pond

The Promontory Revisited
Tyler Costa, Staff Reporter
TCOSTA@CSUMB.EDU

September 2014

Neil Northey, Staff Reporter
NNORTHEY@CSUMB.EDU

The new percolation pond off of Sixth Avenue and Inter-Garrison Road
was completed the first week of November and just in time for the winter
storm season. The first of many rain showers in November put the new
drainage pond to the percolation test, which it passed with flying colors.
Ron Deller, Project Manager for the Sixth Avenue Storm Improvement
Project said “The contractor, James Sommerville, Inc. did a good job
sculpting the contours and shape of the pond and surrounding areas.
The retention pond is working per design as witnessed by the last two
storms. As you can see there is no standing water in the pond so the pond is
working.” The current crater appearance ofthe pond will soon be replaced
with a meadow of grass and wildflower mix. According to Deller “Once
the vegetation establishes, the visual impact of the pond will be reduced.”
The completed percolation pond, which is located north of the
Chapman Science and Academic building, has allowed CSUMB to
close out its use of the old storm drainage line which was installed
decades ago when Fort Ord was still a military base. With CSUMB
storm runoff being percolated into the ground, the Monterey
Bay National Marine Sanctuary will no longer be the recipient
of the school’s storm drainage which in turn will benefit the
marine life by keeping urban pollution from leaching into the bay.

December 2014
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The September 2014 issue of the Otter Realm explored the implications of the major influx
of students attending CSU Monterey Bay. Among these implications was the increased strain
on the student housing. One solution existed in California State University Monterey Bay
(CSUMB)’s new housing complex, the Promontory. What is going on with the Promontory today?
Jen Novotny, Associate Director of Residential Education at CSUMB’s Student Housing and
Residential Life office stated that there have been no major updates since the September issue.
Novotny stated that construction is still on schedule, and that current students will be eligible to select
rooms during Reservation Days for the Fall 2015 semester. She concluded by saying that Residential
Life is “very excited to be sharing more information about the site, including the room layouts, as we
get closer to Reservation Days.” For those wondering, “Reservation Days” is the time period towards
late February where returning students can select their room for the upcoming academic year.
The Promontory is on the fast track toward providing housing to over 600 Juniors and Seniors during
the Fall 2015 semester. Each of the 176 apartments will fit two to four students and will include a full
kitchen and internet access. The complex will also include amenities like a fitness center, large common
room and 421 new parking spaces. Pricing is expected to be similar to CSUMB’s Strawberry Apartments,
which is just under $5000 per semester, and upperclassmen are the target residents for the Promontory.

Faculty Contract Resurrection
Tyler Gidney, Staff Reporter
FGIDNEY@CSUMB.EDU

Photo by Tyler Gidney
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In
October
the
California
Faculty Association
(CFA)
organized
a statewide
faculty
protest,
demanding a new and fair
contract. Central to the protest was the fact that faculty had not
been
receiving
the
Service
Salary Increase
(SSI),
an
incremental
increase
in
base
salary.
Since then, the CFA and CSU system have reached an agreement on a three year contract that
includes a three percent Salary Recovery Adjustment for all faculty who are below the maximum SSL
The contract also puts in place a 1.6 percent General Salary Increase for all faculty and an equity
pay program that addresses issues brought about by a lack of raises during the recent recession.
However, the case is not closed on this issue. The CFA and CSU system have yet to settle on the SSI for the second and
third years of the contract. The CFA agreed to the contract with the increases offered in the first year, with a re-opener clause
for the second and third years to assure that faculty receive a raise immediately even if future increases are not yet certain.
If an agreement cannot be reached by next year, CSU faculty and the CFA may be forced to take further action.
Be on the lookout for more information next semester, as the re-opener contract campaign gets underway.
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DEAR WHITE PEOPLE
CELEBRATED FILM CREATES CONVERSATION

Tyler Gidney, Staff Reporter
FGIDNEY@CSUMB.EDU

The Film “Dear White People,”
directed by Justin Simien, took
the Sundance Film Festival by
storm this year, winning the
festival’s Special Jury Award for
Breakthrough Talent. Though the
film’s title is anything but subtle,
the points it attempts to make are
fine, detailed and contextualized.
CSUMB students got a chance
to see the film recently at the
Osio in Monterey, and there are
plans in the works to show it
again, with more opportunities
for discussion next semester.
“Dear White People” attempts
to navigate the complex terrain
of “race” relations, a terrain that
is often riddled with landmine
words
and
quick-trigger
emotional responses from all
sides. It does so by following the
story of four black university
students and their struggles to
find their identity as a black face
in a predominantly white crowd.

Each student struggles with
their own unique problems
related to their their identities in
and outside the university. The
students undergo a process of
self-realization when tensions at
the university come to a boil over
a frat party that calls for students
to “embrace their inner negro” by
wearing black face and costumes.
This concept was taken from real
life events that have taken place at
several universities in recentyears.
The invitation used in the movie
was taken almost verbatim from
the invitation to a party called the
“Compton Cookout” which was
thrown at UC San Diego in 2010.
“It angered me because this
is a real thing that is happening
outside
this
movie,”
said
California
State
University
Monterey Bay (CSUMB) Senior
and Human Communications
major, Jay Carter.
“Overall,”
Carter continued, “I’m glad that

the cast and director were able around my own socialization
to dive head first into issues of race from the media as well
revolving around black identity as in my own interactions with
and the subcategories
people of color
within
them.” "I believe that
as a white
Carter was one of
woman.”
20 students who came people should
The
two
out to Monterey on a watch the film
women
also
rainy Thursday night and discuss it
organized
a
in November to watch
pre and post
the movie and discuss because of how facilitation
their thoughts. Thanks many things it
event before
to the efforts of Asya
the screening
brings up,
Guillory
and
Shelby
of the film.
Rogers, staff at CSUMB’s
The response
Service
Learning
Institute, was good, with 16 of the 20
“Dear White People” was shown students signing up to be involved
for two weeks in November at in further facilitations around the
the Osio Cinemas on Alvarado movie in the coming semester.
Street in downtown Monterey.
“My takeaway from the film
“I believe that people should was: it is better to understand than
watch the film and discuss it it is to be understood, because
because of how many things as the movie shows, people of
it brings up,” Said Rogers.
different races and genders have
“Specifically, it arose more different realities,” said Patterson
questions and deep thinking Emesibe, CSUMB Alumni in

Psychology, who also attended the
Thursday night screening event.
Dr. Seth Pollack, Professor
and Founding Faculty Director
of the Service Learning Institute
at CSUMB, took his class to see
the movie as well. “I think the
best way for students to think
deeply about issues of privilege
and oppression, is to do so in a
‘not classroom’ environment...
to think and talk and reflect
about these issues with their
peers, so that the lessons and the
examples and the metaphors can
have salience and resonate with
students’ lives and experiences.”
“Dear White People” is still
showing in select theaters around
the country.
There are also
plans in the works to show the
film on campus in the Spring
semester and to continue the
dialogue facilitation, so stay
tuned for your opportunity
to join in the discussion!

OTTER EBERT’S NETFLIX PICKS
GRUMPY TV EXECUTIVE LEARNS THE MEANING OF CHRISTMAS IN SCROOGED
Stefanie Berman. Staff Reporter
SBERMAN@CSUMB.EDU

The holidays are among us, which
means there are carols to be sung
and joy to be had, but the Charles
Dickens classic A Christmas
Carol gets a few new twists in the
1988 holiday comedy Scrooged
directed by Richard Donner.
Bill Murray stars as Frank
Cross, a TV Executive in New York
City who is a modern Ebenezer
Scrooge. Just like the original
character, he is selfish, greedy
and hates Christmas because he
had a bad childhood. He is then
visited by three crazy ghosts who
help him get his life back on track.
This version of A Christmas

Carol is certainly a different
adaptation, but also owns that it is
unique. One of my favorite aspects
is the character who steps in as
Bob Cratchit. In the beginning,
it looks like Eliot Loudermilk
(Bobcat Goldthwait) is set to be
this character, but he is actually
an original character made for
the film. Grace Cooley (Alfre
Woodard), Cross’ secretary and
a widow with five children turns
out to be the real Bob Cratchit in
this adaptation and Tiny Tim is
replaced with a small child named
Calvin Cooley (Nicholas Phillips)
who chose to take a vow of
silence after seeing his father die.
Scrooged also explores Frank
Cross’ previous relationship with
Claire Phillips (Karen Allen) that
ended fifteen years earlier. After
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seeing his old boss Lew Hayward
(John Forsythe) tell him he would
be visited by three ghosts, he calls
her in need of someone to talk to.
She is the opposite of Frank Cross
in every way: kind, charitable,
and works at a homeless shelter.
What they say about “opposites
attract” works in this film’s
favor. Bill Murray and Karen
Allen have believable chemistry.
Out of all of the Christmas
movies available, why did I go
with Scrooged? One reason is
that it is the most unique and
removed rendition of the Dickens’
classic. This could be seen as a
bad thing since it is not as faithful
to the original story, but this film
effectively pulls it off because the
personalities of each character
are still the same and they still

provide the gist of the story.
The film adds more to the
original, too. The original tale
barely touches on Scrooge’s last
relationship before he becomes
successful. Not only does the
woman, Claire Phillips, appear in
the film she is an active part of the
story. Along with that, we see more

Grace Cooley, the Bob Cratchit
stand-in, and her life at home.
Scrooged puts a unique spin on
a timeless Christmas classic which
was just waiting for me to view;
now it is waiting for you! Happy
Holidays and Merry Netflixing.

www.otterreaIm.com

FLYING HIGH: DISC GOLF TEAM
NATIONALLY
RANKED
Dalton Strobel, Staff Reporter
DSTROBEL@CSUMB.EDU

In the past and even now CSUMB
is known for its outstanding
achievements on the disc golf
course. Just recently in early
April of this year the 2014
National Collegiate Disc Golf
Championships took place in
South Florida the Otters placed
7th out of 60 teams which is a
fantastic finish in such a large field.
Since 2011 the Otters have placed
in the top ten of this tournament
which shows how dominate and
consistent our team really is.
As you walk through campus
you will notice two courses. The
Cypress course which opened
for play in 1998 which is located
Straight on Light Fighter Drive,
left on Gen, Jim Moore Blvd,

straight until Third Street.
The Cypress course which was
added in 2005 can be found
where the old baseball complex
once stood. This course can be
found at the south end of the
parking lot of Engineer Lane.
The Cypress Course was
designed by Steady Ed Headrick,
who is considered to be the father
of disc golf and the founder of
the DGA. (Disc Golf Association)
According
to
discgolf.com
Steady Ed has many famous
accomplishments within disc golf
and these are just a few, designed
and installed the first disc golf
course, inventor of the modern
day Frisbee, and established
the first disc golf tournaments.
Junior transfer and Kinesiology
major Christian Echeverry, had
this to say about our schools

A SPORT TO SOME. A
HOBBY FOR OTTERS

courses, “being from Orange
County where disc golf is really
popular there was still only a few
courses in our area so it’s nice to
have two here on campus. I have
played both a few times since I
have been up here and I think the
Oaks course is slightly easier due
to the fact it has less hills.” I asked
if he would decide to join the club
and he enjoys playing with friends
more than playing competitively.
Our Schools disc golf club is
part of the (DGA) which takes
part in tournaments around the
West Coast and even plays host to
some tournaments here right on
campus. The tournaments are put
on by the (PDGA) Professional
Disc
Golfers
Association
which is an organization that
sanctions these tournaments.
Have you ever thought about

playing disc golf or wanting to
learn to play? Don’t be shy and
go meet with this club. The club
meets every Friday when school is
in session at 10am at the practice
basket of Cypress Course, located

across from the University Police
Station. If you cannot make
that meeting feel free to enroll
in the Kin 141 disc golf class
and earn some units while you
become a master at disc golf.

US POSADAS: A MEXICAN TRADmON
Gabby Enriquez. Stall Reporter
GENRIQUEZ@C5UMB.EDU

4 LOOK AT THE DIFFERENT
WAYS LATIN AMERICAN
CULTURES CELEBRATE
CHRISTMAS
Typical nativity set or pesebre navideno

Dec. 16
marks the kickoff
of Las Posadas, nine days
of festivities that lead up to
Christmas in Mexico and other
Latin
American
countries.
It’s a tale as old as time, a
biblical narrative that resonates
with millions of Catholics across
the world and that inspired the
Hispanic Christmas tradition
Las Posadas, which annually
sees entire communities come
together to celebrate the birth of
Jesus Christ with song and prayer.
Las Posadas is a reenactment of
the journey of the Virgin Mary and
Saint Joseph toward Bethlehem.
People of the community, mostly
children
wearing
costumes
and their families, come out to
participate in the performance
of waking and visiting neighbors
asking for a place where the
travellers can spend the night
and rest. All the people sing, pray
and even cry when asking for
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“posada,” for refugee in an inn.
They use candles and incense
to accompany these two Saints.
As part of the act, some
people deny Mary and Joseph
entrance to their homes, so they
keep walking. Houses for the
event are usually decorated with
flowers, jade, statues of animals
and lights. People offer food to
all the participants and music.
Pinatas and contests are also part
of a posada. Children dressed as
shepherds, angels or the main
characters, Mary and Joseph,
break the pinata. The adults pray
and celebrate that they found a
place for baby Jesus to be born.
In countries like Mexico and
Guatemala, the nine nights
represent the nine months of
gestation, and are called Las
Posadas. In Colombia, these
nine days, beginning Dec. 16
and ending on Nochebuena

(Christmas Eve) are called La
Novena, when families gather to
pray and sing villancicos (carrols).
“When my family hosted the
posadas we would donate food
to the needy families in our town
in Mexico. It also meant the
whole family would get together
for the “merienda”(sweet bread
and chocolate). It was always a
really good time,” said Griselda
Calderon,
HCOM
Senior.
Traditional food for the season
includes; pozole which is a thick,
stew-like soup of pork or chicken,
hominy, mild chili peppers
and coriander leaves; tamales
containing seasoned meat packed
in cornmeal dough, wrapped in
corn husks, and steamed; and
ponche, a hot punch served with
or without alcohol during this
holiday season. Ponche is a mix
between hot apple cider and
fruit punch with sliced fruit in.

Navidad (Christmas Day)
25 December
A time of religious celebration in all Spanish-speaking countries, and
in many places reenactments of the nativity are held, with a variety
of traditions, parades and costumes.

Dia de los Inocentes

28 December
This is the equivalent to April Fool's Day. In most Spanish-speaking
countries it is a day for playing tricks on people, and if you trick
someone into lending you money for that day, you keep it and tell
them que to Io paguen los Santos Inocentes (let the Holy Innocents
pay you back).

La Noche de Fin de Aho
31 December
This is often the occasion for parties, and at midnight the New Year is
welcomed with much noise and merrymaking. In Spain and in many other
Spanish-speaking countries, the families gather together twelve seconds
before midnight para tomar las uvas (to see the New Year in by eating one
grape on each chime of the clock) for good luck.

Dia de los Reyes Magos

6 January
In many Catholic countries, children receive gifts on this day rather
than on Christmas. Since the Three Kings brought gifts, people
exchange presents and children put out their shoes for presents to
be left inside
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MEMOIRS OF A MALE FEMINIST
UNDER THE HEAVY INFLUENCE OF
COMMUNITY

Christopher James-Justice-Siders
songs filled with degrading
Staff Reporter
CSIDERS@CSUMB.EDU

“I identify greatly with
feminism due to the fact
that women should be
treated equally. It is as
simple as that.” - Jay Carter

22-year-old
Human
Communications
Senior
and hip-hop
recording
artist, Jay Carter, battles
similar struggles I face
as an artist identifying
with hip-hop culture. “I
recall specifically a time in
which I would watch one
of my favorite show’s 106
& Park, a show in which
hip-hop and R&B artists
displayed
their
music
videos. I would notice the
provocative lyrics displayed
on the screen. What made
matters worse, is that I
would sing along to these

lyrics,”
Carter
said.
As an emerging hip-hop
artist from View Park High
School, Carter participated
in “rap cyphers” and the
daily lunch time poetry
lounge on campus hosted
by writing mentor Los
Angeles teacher, historian
journalist and poet Mike
Sonksen. Sonksen created
these
safe
comfortable
environments for students
to freely express themselves.
Carter
used
these
environments
to
his
advantage to help spread
a message of positivity.
He said “Once I became
a Senior in high school
I soon began to create
music. During this time
of reflection I was able to
utilize [music] as an outlet
to express my feelings. One
of my first songs I wrote
was called “Beautiful Lady.”

It was a song dedicated
to loving women for who
they are and not what
they can offer sexually.”
However,
being
an
advocate for positivity his
community at the time,
Carter struggled with issues
regarding hyper-masculine
environments he was in.
“My friends in middle
school
were
beginning
to talk about women in a
negative light. For instance,
they would talk about their
bodies and discuss how they
would be sexually attracted
to them. This was a
common theme throughout
middle
school
and
leading into high school.”
If
these
types
of
conversations are being
discussed amongst young
men at a very young age,
who or what is teaching
them to objectify women? Is
it generated by the thoughts
of one students that’s been
exposed to sex early? When
I was in middle school I had
a very similar experience. I
saw fellow students make
comments about women in

a sexual matter. Also I seen
students touch each other
in inappropriate places, and
the student that was touched
would not do anything
to stop or report them. I
always wondered what the
internal effects were on the
student that was touched?
Carter suggests that
young
males
obtain
oppressive
ideas
from
commercials. “ A prime
example of this is the
Carl’s Jr. commercials in
which women wearing only
bikini’s stuff their faces
with their burgers. They
showcase their bodies as if
they were slab of meat. We
are plagued with women
being portrayed as sexual
beings as opposed to the
intellectual beauties they
truly are,” Carter said.
Taking notice of different
patriarchal
systems
embedded in social norms,
Carter decided not to
participate in conversations
that degraded women as
a high school student,
but sometimes he slips
into his old ways due to

MERRY DITCH’M AS

IS IT TIME TO FREE OURSELVES OF THE HASSLE AND
START SPENDING CHRISTMAS ON OUR OWN TERMS?

James Morely, Staff Reporter
JMORLEY@CSUMB.EDU

I do not need to be
the one to tell you, but
with
Halloween
and
Thanksgiving now firmly
out of the way, there can
be only thing that rapidly
approaches...
Christmas.
Too many, Christmas
might signal the best part
of the year. A time for
relaxation, a time for cold
weather, for snow and hot
chocolate by the fire. A time
to eat food like there’s no
tomorrow, taking peace
in the knowledge that it’s
ok because of course, it is
Christmas. A time for gifts,
for sharing, for yuletide
cheer and a time, indeed,

for friends and for family.
A no doubt captivating
and eagerly anticipated
time of year is in store
for these such people but
I ask you my friends... is
this really the Christmas
you are blessed with each
year? Is it not a time
filled with unavoidable
stress, screaming kids and
awkward
conversations
with family members we
don’t really know? Does
Christmas not come and go
with every passing year and
leave in its wake, not but
watered-down
memories
of the Christmas we once
loved and cherished as
children? After all, as a
now 22-year-old semi
grown up, Santa Claus has
well and truly vacated-thebuilding or has at least put
me on his bad list for the
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foreseeable future given
that the best I can hope to
receive these days are socks
and cheap deodorant. No
but forgive me if you will,
but I’m drawing the line
on Christmas this year.
No longer will I allow
Christmas to rob me of
what little I have left in
my already moth filled
wallet. The yearly routine
of last minute dashes to
buy (arguably) mediocre
presents for friends will
just have to stop. Nor will I
be bullied into, sit through,
or endure any more soul
destroying
conversations
on how much weight the
dog has put on or if anyone
remembers that *insert song
that no one remembers*.
Love or hate it, Christmas
appears to come loaded
with a set of obligations

that we as individuals feel
compelled to uphold and
as a student and young
adult, it is my intention to
question whether now, at
this age, it is sometimes
ok
to
ignore
these
obligations. For example,
as an international student
studying overseas, I have
decided to spend Christmas
in New York City this year
because the opportunity
presented itself and the
likelihood of being able to
do so again other than this
year is unlikely. Naturally
this means I will be away
from home and family
and will disrupt the usual
traditions this year. Is this
a selfish decision? The fact
that I will be absent from
putting up a Christmas tree
on a certain date or singing
Christmas carols in the

his
surroundings.
Through teachings from
his mother and sister, and
furthering his education
in college, Carter learned
more about what it means
to be a feminist and how
to respect women. “I was
blessed enough to be part of
the MENding Monologues
in which I learned a lot
about how to really treat
women with respect. This
production allowed me to
dig deep within’ myself and
recall all of the teachings
the women of my family
instilled in me,” Carter said.
With an education
on feminism at an early

age, Carter feels it would
make up for the families
that did not teach their
children about how to treat
women respectfully. “If we
had lessons and classes
dedicated to feminism,
students will be able to
crush the societal view of
women being less than.
It would reveal that they
have emotions as well and
they should be considered
at all times. Hopefully
these
lessons
taught
would reverse the negative
societal views of women
that have been ingrained in
many people.” Carter said.
Carter plans to continue
to stand in solidarity with
women in his music by
not referring to them as
“bitches” or “hoes.” He
also plans to continue to
uplift
women
through
songs like “Beautiful Lady”
and “Empowerment” that
was created for CSUMB’s
3rd annual Slut Walk.
Ifyou would like to be part
of the Memoirs of a Male
Feminist Project please
email
csiders@csumb.

village center? Maybe not.
But being away from those
who love us? Yes. The point
being is that this is only just
one such dilemma that we
are likely to face as we get
older and begin to build
lives for ourselves. You may
be in a relationship and torn
between choosing whether
to spend Christmas day
with your family this year
or theirs? Or perhaps your
hometown friends want
to go out on Christmas
Eve because everyone is
now twenty one, but this
would mean skipping the
annual Christmas party
put on especially each year
by your aunt. Evidently,
the decisions we make at
Christmas time are likely
to cause some degree of
change and/or disruption to
someone or something. The
best we can do is hope to
not upset too many people.
“I
see
Christmas
today as little more than
just another excuse for
excess
commercialism.
Yet another holiday for
companies
to
exploit
individuals which just leads
to greed. I love my friends

and family and appreciate
them every day. I don’t
need a special day where I
am obliged to spend it with
them.’ Said Moritz ‘Mo’
Bartsch, Business Major
and International Student
of CSUMB. Mo will be
spending his Christmas on
Waikiki Beach Hawaii this
year, a first for being away
from home at Christmas
time and as an active choice
to drop the usual traditions
and to spend it differently.
He does also raise a point.
We are spending more
and more every Christmas
and for what? Do we feel
obliged to buy each other
gifts and sometimes gifts
that we knowingly cannot
afford? I would say so and
this again boils back down
to my argument that these
obligations we experience
are at times excessive
and hinder how we really
would like our Christmas’
to be. That being the
case, I say this year, allow
yourself a little Scrooge
time and do something for
yourself on your terms.
Down
with
tradition!
For one year at least...

Jay Carter

Photo by: Bernard Green
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Senior HCOM Major

Protect and Serve
Oscar Grant January 1, 2009 (23 years old)
Trayvon Martin February 26, 2012 (17 years old)
Rekia Boyd March 2012 (22 years old)
Eric Garner July 17, 2014 (43 years old)
John Crawford August 5, 2014 (22 years old)
Michael Brown August 9, 2014(18 years old)
Ezell Ford August 11, 2014 (25 years old)

This list of names is too long
Time seems not to wait between shots
Police brutality is a torn in the side of the American people
It bleeds contempt and fear
'Excessive force' as they call it
Seem too tamed to me

No justice; just us
"It's not real!"
Toy guns and raised hands
There was no resistance
"You shot me"
A shoot first policy
How could this be justified?
They treat us like cattle headed to the slaughter
They weren't even human in their eyes.

"Hands up!"
The police shout it in the footage
To cover their mistakes
"stop resisting!"
"restrain him!"
"get on the ground!"
But they still end up dead.
Who polices the police?
"Investigation"
It's a word they use to stall
They try to cover their own asses
And we wait as the anger grows...

Is our biggest offense ignoring the police?
Its institutionalized racism
Police at war with the communities
And they wonder why we riot?

riot is the language of the unheard"
"A
-MLK
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PEOPLE ON CAMPUS
What’s your favorite holiday tradition?

BRITTANY GLASSMAN, 3RD year cart major

MARCUS CHAN, 2ND YEAR CART MAJOR

KELSEY TREMMEL, 2ND YEAR BID MAJOR

RYAN BLACKMAN, 4TH year environmentai studies major

EMILY SMITH, 3RD YEAR SBS MAJOR

"Gingerbread Demolition: Every
year we come up with ways to
destroy ourgingerbread houses"

"My grandpa passed away on
Christmas, so every year we visit
his grave to pay our respects."

"Having the family come
over
for
the
holidays,
and
the
amazing food!"

"On Christmas eve, my dad and I
force my mom to watch Muppets
Christmas Carol with us."

My dad and I have always
made
peanut-butter
cookies on New Years' Eve.
Photos and interviews by: Tyler Costa

GINGERBREAD HOUSE WINNERS
Staff & Faculty gathered on Friday, December 5 at the University Center tocelebrate the holidays. A gingerbread house competition was held, with
departments teaming up to create an Under the Sea themed gingerbread house.

Aimee Teaby and Carolyn Rosevelt

with the Juried award from the gingerbread
house competition. Sean Windell and Erin
Stanfield also participated in the creation of
the 1st prize gingerbread house.
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Andrew Patronik and Mary
McGuinness, representing the
Accounting Department, pose with
their gingerbread house that won the
"People's Choice Award"
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